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Queen of Peace Apostolate
To make known the Message of 

Our Lady at Medjugorje.
Our focus is on living the

message, which is in harmony 
with the Church’s Magisterium.

Our Lady's Message is:
Pray and Fast 
Frequent Mass 

Monthly Confession 
Daily Rosary
Love People

Use Blessed Objects

Our Lady of Medjugorje's Message 
Given to Marija Pavlovic-Lunett 

April 25, 2021

Dear Children,
Today I am calling you to witness your faith in 

the colors of spring.  May this be a faith of hope and 
courage. May your faith, little children, not waver 
in any situation, not even in this time of trial. Go 
courageously with the risen Christ towards Heaven, 
which is your goal. I am accompanying you on this way 
of holiness and am placing all of you in my Immaculate 
Heart.  Thank you for having responded to my call.

Commentary on the
April 25, 2021 Message

The beauty of the spring colors has never been 
so beautiful to me than this spring of 2021! I have 
a tree in a mulched section of my lawn that begins 
its’ season of growth in the most brilliant pink. It 
is surrounded by bright yellow daffodils.  Maybe 
I reacted so strongly to the beauty of spring colors 
because the long, dreary, isolating, and fearful 
winter of pandemic tragedy has finally passed. 

We made it through the storm of trials to the new 
life of spring!

This month Our Lady is calling us to witness our 
faith in the same manner. Our faith is backed by 
many promises:

•  God is always with us through the storms of life.
• The Sacramental life of the Church sustains and 

nourishes us through suffering and pain.
• Prayer connects us to the God who dwells 

within us.
•  Faith keeps hope alive in our hearts.
•  Faith assures us that the victory will be ours 

in a new ‘springtime’.

This assurance will supply us with all the strength 
and courage we require for the journey. Our Lady 
reminds us this month that we are in the times of 
trial. The pandemic has shaken the world. Fear 
and confusion have overcome many in the world. 
Sickness, death, and isolation have trampled 
our false securities: our possessions, economy, 
friendships, and health. We have had a grave and 
powerful experience of our mortality! God has our 
attention!



New video
Medjugorje:

40 Years of Heavenly Grace

The Queen of Peace Apostolate is happy to 
announce that we have produced a new short 
video in recognition of the 40th anniversary 
of the apparitions in Medjugorje. 

Fr. Paul Bonacci, spiritual director of the 
apostolate, reviews the events that started 
in 1981 and the “tools” that Our Blessed 
Mother has presented to us in her messages  
over the past 40 years.  

The video is available on our website: 
http://www.queenofpeaceapostolate.com

or on YouTube at
 https://youtu.be/NfyYq3P6NJg

Where do we go from here?  Our Lady tells us: 
Go back to your source – FAITH!  As our mother, 
she prays that our faith will not waver. We must 
allow our faith to help us “go courageously with the 
risen Christ toward heaven”. We must remember 
our goal – to get to heaven! We must remember, 
too, that Mary, our mother, is accompanying us on 
our way to holiness. She has provided us with a 
safe place – her Immaculate Heart.

As I continued to admire my beautiful pink tree 
and bright yellow daffodils, the weather forecast 
called for snow and wind. I was sad to think that 
the new blossoms of spring would die. After the 
storm, I saw that my flowers were bent to the 
ground covered with snow. But after the day of 
snow and wind came the sun. The daffodils once 
again stood tall and bright. The blossoms on the 
tree remained bright and beautiful. The new life 
of spring in my yard did not succumb to the trial 
of snow and wind! They endured!

Despite the present-day trials that we face day 
after day, just as the spring daffodils did not 
succumb to the storm, neither will we! Like the 
flowers, we will again stand tall, continue to fight 
the good fight and arrive in the new ‘springtime’ 
promised to us by our loving God.

40 Years of Heavenly Grace
by Lena Shipley

As you know, we are approaching forty years of 
heavenly grace, which began on Wednesday, June 
24, 1981 (the Feast of John the Baptist - precursor to 
Jesus’ ministry) in the small village of Medjugorje.  
It all began when two young girls, Ivanka Ivankovic, 
15, and Mirjana Dragicevic, 16, went for a walk 
along the base of a rocky hill. They saw a figure 
of a woman in shimmering light who would 
soon identify herself and say, “I am the Blessed 
Virgin Mary”.  The Blessed Mother was calling 
them to come closer as she held Baby Jesus in Her 
arms covering and uncovering Him.  They were 
overcome with a mixture of joy and fear.

Mirjana said: “My whole being knew without a 
doubt that this Lady of unexplainable beauty was 
the Mother of God.  That is why I had such fear”. 

She appeared again on June 25th which would 
become known as the Feast of Our Lady, Queen of 
Peace at the request of Mary (the Precursor to Jesus’ 
second coming). She appeared to both Ivanka and 
Mirjana, and also their friends Ivan Dragičević, 
Jakov Čolo, Marija Pavlović, and Vicka Ivanković.

Our Lady, Queen of Peace first words were: “I 
wish to be with you to convert and to reconcile 
the whole world. I am the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Peace! Be reconciled. Make your peace with God 
and among yourselves”.  Marija saw the Madonna 
weeping. She had come to inspire all of us to search 
for peace – peace in our own hearts, peace within 
our families, peace in the world.



Come, Pray the Rosary!
Join us every  Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

as we pray the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious 
mysteries of the rosary.   St. Mary’s Church,  25 
Center Street.  Waterloo, NY.    All are welcome! 

Receive the Via Ad Pacem by email 
If you or someone you know would like to receive 

the monthly message and commentary, please send 
the email address to: contact@queenofpeaceapostolate.
com

Receive the Via Ad Pacem by “snail” mail
If you would like to receive the monthly message 

and commentary by U.S. Mail, send your name 
and address to: Queen of Peace Apostolate, 47 East 
Wright Avenue, Waterloo, NY 13165.  The cost for  
the mailed subscription is $10 per year to cover 
postage and handling.  Please make check payable 
to Queen of Peace Apostolate.

The Queen of Peace revealed why She came – to 
convert and to reconcile the whole world. She said 
Her most important message is to call the world 
to peace. “Peace in the world is in a state of crisis. 
Mankind must be reconciled with God and with 
one another”.

Forty years later peace in the world is still in a 
state of crisis! Millions of people have been called to 
Medjugorje from all over this peaceless world. They 
return to their homes carrying in their hearts the 
five themes of Our Lady’s many messages: Peace, 
Faith, Conversion, Prayer, and Fasting. Millions 
have responded to Her call over these forty years.

In Sacred Scripture, the number “40” signifies 
new life, new growth, transformation, a change 
from one great task to another as evidenced in:

•  The Great Deluge lasted 40 days and nights.
•  Moses fasted for 40 days and nights to prepare 

to receive the Law.
•  Moses was atop Mount Sinai for 40 days and 

nights receiving the Law.
•  The Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 

years.
•  Manna rained down the Israelites for 40 years.
•  The Prophet Elijah walked 40 days and nights 

to reach the Mountain of God, Horeb.
•  Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights to prepare 

for His public ministry.
•  Jesus ascended into Heaven 40 days after His 

glorious Resurrection.

The Queen of Peace remained with us for 40 years 
to call, form, and guide us into a new era – the new 
springtime for the church! 

We, Our Lady’s dear children, have been chosen 
for such a time as this!

The 40th Anniversary of the Apparitions of 

Our Lady of Medjugorje
will be celebrated

Friday - June 25, 2021
St. Mary’s Church

33 Center St., Waterloo, NY
6:00 p.m. The Most Holy Rosary

7:00 p.m.  Benediction
7:15 p.m.  Mass 

Celebrant: Rev. Paul Bonacci

Confessions will be heard during the Rosary 
A healing service will follow the Mass

40th Anniversary Mass


